TEENAGE PREGNANCY UNIT (TPU) UPDATE: DECEMBER 2011

1.
This short update includes information about: new data releases and policy announcements in the last 3 months; as well as key implementation updates. Please do send on to relevant colleagues. 
Data Releases
2.
Provisional third quarter (Jul-Sept) 2010 under-18 and under-16 conception data was published by the Office for National Statistics (ONS) on 22 November.  
National headlines

Under -16 and under-18 

· The rate of under-18 conceptions was 32.9 per 1000 girls aged 15-17 – 9.4% lower than the rate of 36.3 for third quarter 2009. For under-18 conceptions, the rolling four quarterly average continues to fall and is at its lowest since quarterly data collection began. 
· The rate of under-16 conceptions was 6.3 per 1000 girls aged 13-15 – 8.7% lower than the rate of 6.9 for third quarter 2009.  The under-16 rolling four quarterly average continues to fall and is at its lowest since quarterly data collection began.
· The number of under-18 conceptions was 7,600, down from 8,600 in the third quarter 2009. The number of conceptions for under 16s was 1,400, down from 1,600 in second quarter 2009.  

· The proportion of conceptions leading to abortion for under-18 conceptions was 48.8%, the same as in the third quarter 2009. The proportion of conceptions leading to abortion for under-16 conceptions was 60.1%, similar to the proportion in the third quarter 2009 (59.8%).   
Other age groups 
· The rate of under-20 conceptions has also fallen since third quarter 2009, from 53.9 to 51.0 conceptions per 1,000 girls aged 15-19. However, the decrease among this age group (5.4%) is less than the decrease in rates focusing on younger age groups only.   

· The all age (15-44) conception rate increased slightly (by 1.8%) since third quarter 2009 (80.6 compared with 79.2 in 2009), continuing the trend from recent quarters. 

Regional variation

3.
Across all regions, the rolling quarterly average under -18 conception rate is at its lowest level since the start of quarterly data records in 1998. 

London: The rate of under-18 conceptions fell by 12.7% from Q3 2009. The rolling quarterly average shows a continuing decline in conception rates. 

North East: The rate of under-18 conceptions fell by 5.7% from Q3 2009. The rolling quarterly average shows a continuing decline in conception rates. 

South East: The rate of under-18 conceptions fell by 12.4% from Q3 2009. The rolling quarterly average has fallen over the last two quarters.

Yorkshire and Humber: The rate of under-18 conceptions fell by 7.0% from Q3 2009. The rolling quarterly average has fallen over the last five quarters.
South West: The rate of under-18 conceptions fell by 10.7% from Q3 2009. The rolling quarterly average shows a continuing decline in conception rates. 

North West: The rate of under-18 conceptions fell by 7.4% from Q3 2009. The rolling quarterly average shows a continuing decline in conception rates. 

East Midlands: The rate of under-18 conception decreased by 7.3% from Q3 2009. The rolling quarterly average has fallen over the last two quarters.

West Midlands: The rate of under-18 conceptions decreased by 9.9% from Q3 2009. The rolling quarterly average conception rate has fallen over the last five quarters.  
East of England: The rate of under-18 conceptions decreased by 9.2% from Q3 2009.  The rolling quarterly average has fallen over the past two quarters. 

2010 annual conception data will be published by ONS on 21 February 2012
Ministerial Message 
Sarah Teather - Minister of State for Children and Families - Meets parents on fpa’s Speakeasy programme.  

4.
Following on from Sarah Teather’s Q & A session with fpa and Brook in August, the Minister met parents from Enfield in London, who have taken part in the fpa Speakeasy programme.  Speakeasy, which now runs in many local areas, aims to help parents with the knowledge and confidence to talk to their children about sex and relationships. A photo of the visit is on the Department's facebook page.  http://www.facebook.com/educationgovuk 

 

5.
Sarah Teather said: “The parents I met today spoke enthusiastically about how the Speakeasy programme has given them confidence and skills to talk to their children about sex and relationships.

“What's more, they are then getting involved in their schools' work on relationships and sex education and passing on this understanding to other parents, helping them to have much easier conversations around what they had previously thought to be an awkward issue. I fully support the aims and objectives of the Speakeasy programme.”
6.
See the link below to the fpa Speakeasy programme for more information. 
 

http://www.fpa.org.uk/communityprojects/parentsandcarers.  
The Sex Education Forum has published a very helpful briefing on parents and SRE which you may want to share with colleagues in schools and other settings. See the link:  http://www.ncb.org.uk/media/333401/parents___sre.pdf
Policy Announcements
7.
You will find below a brief update on the key vehicles for taking forward teenage pregnancy policy: the Positive for Youth Policy Statement; the DH Sexual Health Document; and the Child Poverty Strategy.  Other relevant policy developments are also included below.     

Positive for Youth 
8.
Published on 19 December, Positive for Youth is a new approach to cross-Government policy for young people aged 13-19 in England. It brings together a range of the Government’s policies for this age group across the interests of at least nine departments. It has been produced with young people and youth professionals through extensive collaboration and consultation.

9.
Positive for Youth sets out a shared vision for how all parts of society – including councils, schools, charities, and businesses – can work together in partnership to support families and improve outcomes for young people, particularly those who are most disadvantaged or vulnerable. This means working towards a common goal of all young people having a strong sense of belonging, supportive relationships, strong ambitions, and good opportunities they need to realise their potential. 
10.
The importance of making further progress on teenage pregnancy and sexual health is highlighted in the health section which includes a case study of Brook’s Sex Positive campaign. Support for teenage parents is also highlighted in the section on targeted support for parents and participation in learning. Positive for Youth and an executive summary are available on the Department for Education website at:  www.education.gov.uk/positiveforyouth
Building Engagement, Building Futures: Maximise the Participation of 16-24 Year Olds in Education, Training and Work
11.
Building Engagement, Building Futures: Our Strategy to Maximise the Participation of 16-24 Year Olds in Education, Training and Work has been published.  The strategy sets out our five priorities for action to maximise the proportion of 16-24 year olds who are participating in education, training and work:

· Raising attainment in school and beyond to ensure that young people have the skills they need to compete in a global economy;
· Helping local partners to provide effective and coordinated services that support all young people, including the most vulnerable, putting us on track to achieve full participation for 16-17 year olds by 2015;
· Encouraging and incentivising employers to inspire and recruit young people by offering more high quality Apprenticeships and work experience places;
· Ensuring that work pays and giving young people the personalised support they need to find it, through Universal Credit, the Work Programme and our Get Britain Working measures; and
· Putting in place a new Youth Contract worth almost £1 billion over the next three years to help get young people earning or learning before long term damage is done.

Raising the Participation Age: locally-led delivery projects

12.
The strategy also announces a new phase of Raising the Participation Age (RPA) locally-led delivery projects. This phase will start in April 2012 and run until March 2013.  These projects are designed to enable local areas to develop and test their approaches to increasing participation and delivering RPA, and to share learning with other areas in the build up to full participation. Building Engagement, Building Futures has been published jointly with the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills (BIS) and the Department for Work and Pensions – more detail on those policies as outlined in the strategy can be found on the Departmental websites. 

13.
A full version of the strategy and the executive summary – is available on the DfE website: http://www.education.gov.uk/16to19/participation/a00200853/building-engagement-building-futures.

 
New Public Health System 
14.
More details of the design of the new public health system, specifically

the role and responsibilities of local government in public health, the

operating model for the new executive agency Public Health England and an

overview of how the whole system will work, have been published. The publications also announce that there has been further reflection on

whether LA commissioning of termination of pregnancies is appropriate, in

particular whether LAs should be responsible for commissioning procedures

that will involve surgical procedures and the associated need for strong

clinical governance arrangements to ensure people receive a safe, legal

service.  
15.
The Department of Health therefore intends to consult on whether commissioning termination of pregnancies should in the longer term be the responsibility of Clinical Commissioning Groups (CCGs) or local authorities.  In the interim, as a practical measure, CCGs will be responsible for commissioning these services for April 2013. This also applies to vasectomy and sterilisation

procedures.

16.
The Department of Health’s priority now is to work with everyone to develop commissioning arrangements within the new system that join up and ensure that sexual health services can continue to be as integrated as possible.

A link to the factsheets is below:

http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2011/12/public-health-factsheets/
Sexual Health 
17.
The Faculty of Sexual and Reproductive Health have produced a revised set of standards for sexual health services, following their regular three-year review process. These standards are aimed at helping commissioners and clinicians to offer high-quality sexual health services.

Attached is the ‘Service Standards in Sexual and Reproductive Health, November 2011’ Please see link: 
http://www.fsrh.org/pdfs/ServiceStandardsNov11.pdf
Tackling Child Sexual Exploitation Action Plan

18.
A new action plan was published in November calling on all local areas to take urgent action to stop the sexual exploitation of children and young people. Children's Minister Tim Loughton said tackling child sexual exploitation must be a priority and Local Safeguarding Children Boards (LSCBs) must now act to establish the severity of the problem in their areas, make sure they are tackling it effectively, and put in place robust preventative strategies. For details of the action plan, please see the link:
http://www.education.gov.uk/inthenews/inthenews/a00200318/tackling-child-sexual-exploitation-must-be-a-priority-says-minister
Child Poverty Strategy 
Child Poverty Community of Practice (CoP)

19.
If you want to see how areas are covering teenage pregnancy as part of child poverty, it is worth visiting the CoP. Over a third of local authorities have now posted their child poverty needs assessments on the CoP and 30 Child Poverty Strategies are now available to read. 

Child Poverty Pilot Synthesis – lessons for local delivery
20.
This project will bring together learning from across the suite of Child Poverty Pilots developed and delivered by the Child Poverty Unit (CPU) since 2008, including the Teenage Parent Supported Housing Pilot. Each of the pilots has now been completed (and except for Family Intervention Pilot) final evaluation reports have been published.  This project will identify learning from each of these reports and provide a synthesis of their findings to inform local policy and practice priorities.  The evidence will be used to provide recommendations for national and local government. The expected publication date is March 2012.

Coordinated Support for Separating Parents Pilot evaluation report published 25th November 2011
21.
Between October 2009 and March 2011 ten partnerships consisting of voluntary and statutory services, received Government funding to provide services under the umbrella of Child Poverty Pilots: Delivering Improved Services for Separating Parents. This initiative was part of a suite of nine Child Poverty Pilots operating across England since 2008, representing a varied set of policy interventions, each testing a range of different approaches to reduce child poverty. 

22.
The aim of this initiative was to test how best to co-ordinate local services for separating and separated parents and their children, especially those who are disadvantaged, in order that access to financial, practical, legal and emotional help could be speeded up, and parental conflict and the negative impact of separation on children’s outcomes minimised. The research aim was to explore both process and, as far as possible, impact through providing evidence on how effective the pilot projects had been. Owing to the relatively brief time period of the evaluation it was not possible to measure longer-term outcomes such as child educational performance or families’ improved emotional well-being.  For a full report on the pilot see: https://www.education.gov.uk/publications/standard/publicationDetail/Page1/DFE-RR175
Improving young people’s emotional and mental health 

23.
Below is a short update on developments aimed at supporting children and young people’s emotional and mental health:  
Targeted Mental Health in Schools (TaMHS) programme – In November 2011, the Department published the finding from the national evaluation of the TaMHS programme. The evaluation found that the implementation of TaMHS led to a significant reduction in behavioural problems for pupils in primary schools when compared to schools not implementing TaMHS. The findings of the national TaMHS evaluation can be found here:  https://www.education.gov.uk/publications/standard/publicationDetail/Page1/DFE-RR177 

Better Outcomes and New Delivery (BOND) Consortium 
Building on the success of the Targeted Mental Health in Schools programme (TaMHS) and as set out in the SEN Green Paper, Support and aspiration: a new approach to special educational needs and disability, the Department is providing support, through the BOND consortium.  The consortium, led by Young Minds, aims to build the capacity of the voluntary and community sector to support early intervention in mental health, expanding choice and provision within the sector. The project will:
· build on the positive impact of the TaMHS programme, through dissemination of learning and innovation through events, networks and on line forums;
· develop and test a broad suite of training, tools, guidance and on-line support designed to enable VCSOs to be ready for the market and better able to measure and prove the impact and value for money; 
· provide in depth capacity and capability building in five pilot areas through a bespoke package of support; 
· provide more targeted support for BME organisations, school and teenager services and others delivering to the most vulnerable children and young people, helping them to become commissioning-ready through training, coaching, online forums and links to specialist websites;

· share learning from the pilot areas to inform and generate sustainable solutions and new models which will then be disseminate further; and 

· develop nationally recognised quality standards and accreditation. 

· The programme will also aim to build resilience and emotional wellbeing support for children and young people as well as engage with commissioners in the NHS, LA, schools and voluntary sector. 
Training in Schools 
Over the next two years DfE is also funding Young Minds to work with schools and parents of children displaying emotional and behavioural difficulties to develop a framework for support.  The project will aim to:


· skill up teachers and school staff to respond appropriately and confidently to enable children and young people with BESD to engage positively with school;

· engage with parents of these children to share training with school staff in order to develop shared approaches and goals; 
· facilitate local steering groups to engage the support of local health and wellbeing boards, local authority, health professionals and care professionals support; 

· create collaborative practical, user friendly resources, taking account of local variation, to inform all communication, administration and teaching (resources for parents, teachers and school staff); and

· create a ‘Competencies Chart’ for school staff, which will gain national recognition.
As part of this project to support the emotional wellbeing of children and young people in schools YoungMinds have launched a new online resource: www.youngmindsinschools.org.uk. 

Self-Harm
With the rates of self-harm on the increase in the UK over the past decade and the highest recorded in Europe, DfE has produced a handbook and an e-learning package, for all staff working with children and young people, to provide basic knowledge and awareness of the facts and issues behind self-harm in children and young people.  The resource can be found on the WikiCAMHS website:

http://www.wikicamhs.co.uk/home/index.php?title=Self_Harm.  
Tackling stigma 
Over the next three years, the Department of Health and Comic Relief are funding the Time to Change programme aimed to tackle mental health stigma and discrimination.  
Children and Young People’s IAPT (Improving Access to Psychological Therapies) 
In October 2011, Government announced £32m over four years to improve access to psychological therapies for children and young people. The programme will adopt elements of the IAPT programme for adults, and is starting by offering a new curriculum and high quality training package to local areas. The focus of the development is on extending training to staff and service managers in CAMHS (Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services) so that there is evidence based practice and improved access to services, with the whole service, not just the trainee therapists, using session by session outcome monitoring. For more information about IAPT, here is the link to the DH press release for this:
http://mediacentre.dh.gov.uk/2011/10/25/children-teenagers-benefit-successful-adult-mental-health-therapy/
Healthy Schools Update 
24.
The Department of Health issued the following statement on Healthy Schools:  
“You may be aware that we were exploring the possibility of licensing the

healthy schools programme to an independent provider following the end of

the nationally led and funded programme in March this year.

We have been careful to ensure that we thoroughly examined all the options

and their potential impact. We have concluded that it is too early to

appreciate the potential opportunities presented by local authorities and

schools working together when the public health remit transfers to local

authorities from 2013. We are therefore not licensing the programme at this

point.

As schools continue to be important settings for health promotion and

prevention, they will play their part in local strategies for health

improvement in the new public health system. How we might support this

through identification and dissemination of best practice will be explored

and developed as we move towards the transfer. We will look to Directors of

Public Health to ensure that appropriate strategies are in place to work

with schools and that they offer leadership support to schools.

The transition to the new public health system has already begun in earnest

and we hope you can lend your expertise to the ongoing planning discussions

as they happen locally in your area.

In July the Department for Education (DfE) launched an internal review of

Personal, Social, Health and Economic (PSHE) education.  The aim is to

identify the core body of knowledge that pupils need and ways to improve

the quality of teaching. DfE will also explore alternative methods of

improving quality, including the use of experienced external agencies

(public, private and voluntary) to support schools. The review is taking

place in the context of schools’ wider role in promoting pupil wellbeing

and DfE will be exploring how the new Teaching Schools programme can

support pupils’ health and wellbeing. DfE will consult on proposals for

PSHE in 2012.

The downloadable ‘healthy schools’ tools and resources to support schools

in developing health behaviour change remain available on the pastoral care

section of the DfE website at: www.education.gov.uk.

We would like to reassure you that Government continues to recognise the

importance of school based health teaching and support. Excellent health

and pastoral care continue to be the hallmark of good schools. Pupils who

are in good health are more ready to learn and better able to concentrate

in class”.
Review of PSHE 
25.
The online consultation phase of the PSHE review has now closed. A report setting out the findings of the review will be available in the new year and proposals published for further consultation. In the meantime, please do continue to use the Sex Education Forum and the PSHE Association for evidence based briefings and examples of good practice. 
Review of commercialisation and sexualisation of childhood 

26.
The Government is working actively with industry and the regulators to ensure the implementation of the recommendations of the independent review by Reg Bailey of the commercialisation and sexualisation of childhood  The Government welcomes Mr Bailey’s analysis and the thrust of all the recommendations he has made, including his recommendation to take stock of progress 18 months after the publication of his report and consider what further measures may need to be taken to achieve the recommended outcomes. 

27.
In October, the Prime Minister chaired a summit meeting of businesses, regulators and NGOs at 10 Downing Street to get progress reports on the four priority areas he identified when the report was published:

· the launch on 11 October of a single website, ParentPort, to make it easier for parents to complain about any programme, advert, product or service they have seen which they think is inappropriate for their children.  ParentPort also provides information on the regulatory system and a place for parents to pass on comments that stop short of being specific complaints;
· The top four Internet Service Providers (BT, Sky, TalkTalk and Virgin) have made a commitment to ensure that all customers will be asked to make an active choice at the point of purchase over whether or not they want to block adult content on their home internet or laptops;
· The Advertising Standards Authority has put in place stricter guidelines on the use of sexual images in outdoor advertising, particularly near schools, and the outdoor advertising industry has instituted a voluntary ban on advertisements near schools for lap-dancing clubs and similar adult services; and
· The Children’s Panel of the Advertising Association has issued new guidelines preventing children aged 15 and under from being employed to act as brand ambassadors or in peer-to-peer marketing campaigns. The guidelines have the support of companies including Procter & Gamble, Nintendo, Facebook, Microsoft and Unilever.
Graham Allen’s Review of Early Intervention
28.
The Social Justice Cabinet Committee met and discussed Graham Allen's recommendation to create an Early Intervention Foundation. 

If funding can be found across Government, a fair and open procurement exercise will be taken forward to deliver it. It would then be for any interested provider to compete.

Munro Review of Child Protection – Government’s response 

29.
The joint DfE/DH work programme on safeguarding children in the NHS was published in October in response to recommendation 8 of the Munro review. The programme will research the impact of the reorganisation of health services on services’ ability to provide help for children who are suffering, or likely to suffer, significant harm and builds on extensive input with stakeholders and will promote safeguarding and children's welfare as central considerations of the health reforms. Further information is available at:
http://www.education.gov.uk/munroreview/downloads/DHDfEJointWorkProgramme2.pdf
National Citizens Service (NCS) Pilot Providers – 2011 & 2012
30.
Twelve organisations delivered NCS pilots this summer to 8,000 young people in a wide variety of locations across England.  An independent evaluation of the pilot is underway, and we expect to publish interim findings on the 2011 pilots. 
31.
Twenty-nine organisations have been selected to deliver NCS pilots in 2012 in a range of locations across England. Further information about the pilots and locations can be found at the following site http://www.direct.gov.uk/YoungPeople. The 2012 pilot organisations are: 

· Bolton Lads and Girls Club

· Catch22 NCS Partnership

· Changemakers 

· Connexions Cumbria Ltd

· Envision

· Future Foundations Training Ltd

· Global Action Plan

· Jewish Lads and Girls Brigade

· Lincolnshire & Rutland Education Business Partnership

· New College Nottingham 

· Petroc (formerly North Devon College and East Devon College)

· Safe in Tees Valley Ltd with Hartlepool Borough Council

· Salford Foundation

· The Challenge Network

· The Football League Trust 

· The University of the First Age

· The National Young Volunteers Service and the Dame Kelly Holmes   Legacy Trust

· NCS South West Consortium led by Young Devon

· Your Consortium Ltd (North Yorkshire) 

· Engage4Life Consortium

· Flyde Coast YMCA

· Groundwork UK

· Luton Culture

· National Youth Agency 

· Oxfordshire County Council

· Partnership Network

· Sefton CVS

· Transitions Plus 

· Young Lives

Implementation Updates
Sector-led improvement support and challenge

32.
The Children’s Improvement Board (CIB) has now become a 3 member body (ADCS, Solace and LGG), following an external evaluation of governance arrangements which recommended that the Department becomes an observer.   Additional funding of £230k has been provided to the sector to support local authorities’ provision for youth services and £282.5k on commissioning and productivity within the system.  The former seeks to further develop the Young Foundation/NYA work on informing investment in youth work trialling the calculator used to put a monetary value on youth service interventions. It will also be used to support authorities with their commissioning of youth service needs. The latter will be used to support authorities with commissioning more broadly, including networking, sector specialist support and leadership. The national framework agreement contracts that were tendered for over the summer are now in place and are being used to support implementation of the sector-led model. 
 

33.
The CIB have now taken over lead responsibility for the DCS and aspirant DCS leadership programmes.  The Virtual Staff College will manage this programme on the CIB’s behalf until March 2012.  In the meanwhile a competitive exercise will determine which organisation will manage the contract longer term.  The tendering process for this contract is to start in the New Year.  

34.
This winter a total of £2.25m is to be devolved to the regions to enable regional bodies to mobilise local activity ensuring that peer challenge, early support and local policy implementation is carried through at local level.  It is expected that regions will  have identified systems of accountability and agreed improvement deliverables by December to support the allocation of funds.  

New Troubled Families Team

35.
A new Troubled Families Team based within the Department for Communities and Local Government and headed by Louise Casey CB, has been established to join up efforts across Whitehall, provide expert help to local areas and drive forward the strategy. 
36.
The £450million means the Government will offer up to 40 per cent of the cost of dealing with these families to local authorities - but on a payment-by-results basis when they and their partners achieve success with families. For the first time, the Government has outlined the headline goals and how success will be measured with the following, straightforward, criteria:

· Children back into school;

· Reduce their criminal and anti-social behaviour; 

· Parents on the road back to work; and

· Reduce the costs to the taxpayer and local authorities.

For more information on the Troubled Families work, click here: 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/communities/troubledfamilies/
Teenage Parents Support 
Children’s Centres 
37.
The Department of Education through, the National College, has now appointed three outreach system leaders to work supra-regionally to build a strong evidence base around what makes outreach and family support particularly effective. These posts create a new and unique opportunity which could help play an important role in developing a wider understanding of the contribution and relationships that exist between outreach and family support and the wider services which work with children and families. The outreach system leaders will work as a co-production team to design and develop a document which advocates evidence-based practice around children’s centre outreach and family support. They will also advise the DfE, the DH and the National College on imaginative and creative ways to further increase the use of evidence-based practice and professional identity.
Maternity - Father’s Guide 
38.
Health Minister, Anne Milton, launched ‘Reaching out: Involving fathers in maternity care’ and ‘Top tips for involving fathers in maternity care’ at the Royal College of Midwives annual conference on 15 November. These guides produced in collaboration by the RCM, RCOG and the Fatherhood Institute provide useful insight to all maternity service staff as to how they might best encourage fathers incumbent throughout pregnancy and childbirth, and into fatherhood and family life. 

39.
It is envisaged that these documents will increase awareness of the importance of fathers being engaged in maternity care as well as assisting local maternity services in the development of their own local practices and guidelines.  The documents can be accessed at:

http://www.rcm.org.uk/college/policy-practice/government-policy/fathers-guide/?locale=en
Birthplace
40.
Findings from ‘The Birthplace in England Research Programme’ were published on 25 November. This research was a national cohort study designed to answer questions about the risks and benefits of giving birth in different settings (home birth, midwifery units and obstetric units), focusing in particular on birth outcomes in healthy women with straightforward pregnancies who are at ‘low risk’ of complications. The study collected data on care in labour, delivery and birth outcomes for the mother and baby for 65,000 ‘low risk’ births in England including nearly 17,000 planned ‘low risk’ home births, 28,000 planned ‘low risk’ midwifery unit births and nearly 20,000 planned ‘low risk’ obstetric unit births. 

41.
The research findings support the policy of healthy women assessed as “low risk” being offered a choice of birth setting.  The research findings can be accessed at the following website: 

https://www.npeu.ox.ac.uk/birthplace/results
Launch of the Preparing for Birth and Beyond Resource Pack

42.
In October, Anne Milton announced the publication of the resource pack “Preparation for Birth and Beyond: resource pack for leaders of community groups and activities”   The pack will help practitioners in the NHS, Local Authorities, Sure Start Children’s Centres and the voluntary sector in planning or leading preparation for parenthood groups and activities.  
43.
The pack has been collaboratively developed by an expert reference group drawing on reviews of evidence (University of Warwick) and what parents and professionals have said is important to know at this key time of life that shapes a baby’s future health and well being.   

44.
Most expectant mothers and fathers, including teenage parents, welcome the opportunity to meet and learn with others “like them”, sharing their experiences and what they know.  This Pack aims to give practitioners the confidence to run groups that mothers and their partners enjoy and that help them positively in adapting to their parenting role.   

45.
The six themes of Preparation for Birth and Beyond provide the “menu” of content relevant to the journey new parents are making, going beyond the traditional focus on pregnancy and birth.  These themes cover the emotional changes as well as the physical ones and recognise the crucial need to actively engage fathers both as a supportive partner and in their crucial role in parenting a new baby. 

46.
The Pack has been designed as an on-line resource with easy to download activities to use with individuals and groups.  It summarises the evidence and describes the preparation for birth and beyond approach, looks at how to review and plan local antenatal/early parenting provision, with reflections on the skills needed to facilitate groups confidently. 

47.
Each of the six themes covers a number of topics and outlines key points from research, activities for the user to reflect on their knowledge, sample activities, top tips and useful resources, most of which are directly linked.   

48.
The Preparation for Birth and Beyond resource pack content provides leaders with the resources to offer a broad curriculum tailored to the specific needs of the group they are facilitating, including activities aimed at young parents.  The resource pack can be found at:

www.dh.gov.uk search “preparation for birth and beyond” 

or click this link: 

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_130565
Family Nurse Partnership (FNP)
49.
The Government is committed to doubling the number of places on the FNP programme to 13,000 places by 2015. Progress this year is good.  We expect to have 3,000 new FNP places by April 2012, bringing the total to 9,000; with an FNP presence in over half of all LA areas.  Details of where FNP sites are will be available on the DH website shortly.

50.
We meet regularly with the FNP team in DH and keen to hear from you about how FNP is working locally. We are particularly interested in how FNP is working with other local support services, including Children’s Centres. Tracy.Ofeosi@education.gsi.gov.uk
Early education for disadvantaged two year olds
51.
The Chancellor announced in his Autumn Statement, that the commitment to give free early education to disadvantaged two year olds will now be extended from 20% to 40% of two year olds by 2014-15 – at least 260,000 children. As with the existing three and four year old entitlement, a range of providers will be able to offer places including day nurseries, pre-schools and childminders. This will enable parents to decide on the type of early education that is right for their child. Local authorities will be responsible for ensuring that all eligible children can get a place. This will ensure that many more children who currently don’t get the chance can start this critical first phase in their education earlier. 

Ofsted – Evaluation of Serious case reviews 
52.
Ofsted published a thematic report on an evaluation of serious case reviews from 1 April 2007 to 31 March 2011. The main focus of this report was on the reviews that concerned children in two age groups: babies less than one year old and young people aged 14 or above. 

53.     The vulnerability of teenage parents and their children features strongly in the serious case reviews of babies under one. One of Ofsted’s key findings was: ‘In too many cases: there had been insufficient support for young parents’. This is a very important report to share with local colleagues. Below are some of the relevant practice implications:

Some practice implications for practitioners:

▪
Ensure pre-birth assessments are undertaken in a timely manner 

▪
Make and record robust decisions about whether  the young parent themselves should be considered a child in need

▪
Maintain a focus on the father of the baby, the potential implications of his own need and his role in the family

Some practice implications for Local Safeguarding Children Boards:

▪
Audit to check that pre-birth assessments are routinely being carried out , with systems in place for quality assurance

▪
Check on quality, availability and relevance of materials and education programmes which support the development of parenting skills

▪
Scrutinise local systems for transfer of cases between midwifery service, the health visiting service and GPs
54.
A notable feature of the cases about young people over the age of 14 is the wide diversity of incidents that resulted in serious case reviews. 
55.
Although the lessons learnt tend to be quite specific to the particular cases, the reviews found that too often:

· agencies had focused on the young person’s challenging behaviour, seeing them as hard to reach or rebellious, rather than trying to understand the causes of the behaviour and the need for sustained support;
· young people were treated as adults rather than being considered as children, because of confusion about the young person’s age and legal status or a lack of age-appropriate facilities; and
a coordinated approach to the young people’s needs was lacking and practitioners had not always recognised the important contribution of their agency in making this happen.

The full report can be obtained at: 

http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/ages-of-concern-learning-lessons-serious-case-reviews: 
Education of School Age Parents  

56.
The Equality Act 2010 provides important support for our policies of ensuring that teenage mothers are enabled to continue and complete their education, and encouraged and supported to breastfeed their babies for as long as possible.
 

57.
The Act makes it unlawful for a school to treat a pupil less favourably because she is pregnant or has recently given birth - so excluding a girl because she is pregnant, or making it difficult for her to take a full part in school and academic life, before or after her baby is born, is now unlawful discrimination. It is also unlawful to treat her less favourably because she is breastfeeding (for example by refusing to allow her to express and store milk during the school day). In addition, a mother who wants to breastfeed her baby in a public place such as a cafe or a library or on a bus is now protected by the law.
 

58.
The DfE Equality Legislation team is hoping to extend their guidance on the law in relation to schoolgirl mothers, and any examples you may have of good or poor practice by schools would be helpful to them - contact John.Luckett@education.gsi.gov.uk.
Care to Learn 

59.
The Department will continue to provide childcare support to all parents in England who are under 20 when they start a course in the academic year 2011/12 until they complete that course.  Care to Learn will continue beyond this academic year. 

60.
As we move towards the raising of the participation age, to 17 in 2013 and to 18 in 2015, we expect more teenage parents to be participating in education or training.  We need, therefore, to consider what changes to Care to Learn might be necessary from September 2012, to ensure that support reaches those who most need it.  

61.
The Department carried out a 9 week consultation on some changes to the scheme that will ensure its sustainability into the future.   We consulted on four options: moving to a discretionary fund; changes to the maximum weekly rates payable; linking support to income; and changes to the age criteria.  The DfE made clear in the consultation, that our preferred option was to limit the eligibility for Care to Learn to young parents who are aged 18 or under at the beginning of their course. Under this option, BIS would cover childcare costs for young people aged 19 and over, bringing learner support into line with funding for participation. The consultation ended on 28 October 2011.  We are now considering the responses to the consultation, and will set out our final proposals in the New Year.  
16-19 Bursary Funding (replacing the EMA)

62.    We will collect management information from all providers in receipt of 16 to19 Bursary funding which will enable us to understand which young people are receiving support and how much they are receiving. 

63.     This will enable us to assess whether the fund is meeting the needs of young people, particularly those who are disproportionately likely not to participate post-16. It will also allow the YPLA to identify trends and spend patterns, and to ensure that the future allocations methodology is appropriate. 
64.     We will also commission an independent evaluation, starting in January 2012 and running for a period of three years. The project will consider the overall impact of the new arrangements, the implementation of the Bursary Fund in different settings (schools, colleges, urban, rural), and will look particularly at the impact on vulnerable groups and those less likely to participate post-16. 

65.
Thanks to all of you who responded to our questions about how ‘Care to Learn’ and how the new Bursary Funding is working locally. Please do keep us informed of any implementation issues.  
Parenting support
Free parenting class trials
66.
The Government have announced a trial to offer vouchers for parenting classes to mothers and fathers of children under five. Sarah Teather has announced that the trial will run in Middlesbrough, High Peak and Camden, from mid-2012, with vouchers offered to some 50,000 parents.
67.
Parents who attend good parenting classes (which include elements like relationship support) find they can be life-changing – helping them to communicate better with their children and encourage good behaviour, and prevent problems developing later on.  

 

68.
We want to have parenting classes more accessible to more mothers and fathers with children in the foundation years. A universal offer of high quality parenting classes will normalise take-up so that all mothers and fathers see the potential benefits in accessing parenting education and remove any stigma from doing so. 
Family Information/ Support 
69.
The Department currently funds 11 organisations in the voluntary and community sector to provide online and telephone family support services to all parents and other adults in England involved in bringing up children. Family organisations, including Relate, Netmums and Gingerbread and other specialist organisations including the Family Rights Group, Young Minds and Contact a Family are among those benefiting from the funding.
Please see attached press notice for more information. 
http://www.education.gov.uk/inthenews/inthenews/a00199500/11-million-to-fund-new-online-and-telephone-family-support-services
Teenage Pregnancy Unit
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